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to minus 4 yards rushing; and after years of
a wishbone offense, which I have followed close-
ly, you pass more, over 1,500 yards this year.
I think it’s more appropriate for the Air Force
Academy to have a big air attack. [Laughter]

More importantly, you’ve won this trophy 6
years in a row, and you won this year because
the young men who play football have embraced
the lessons that Coach DeBerry has taught. The
values of discipline, teamwork, and faith produce
success not only on the field but also in the
Air Force and in life.

I look forward to seeing all of you again on
May 31st, when I will have the honor of speak-
ing at your commencement. And I am very

proud that in 30 days all the young men behind
me will be commissioned as second lieutenants
in the United States Air Force.

Having said that, I am very pleased now to
present the Commander in Chief trophy to
Coach DeBerry and the Air Force Academy Fal-
cons, and to invite the coach up here to make
whatever remarks he’d like to make.

Congratulations.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:44 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Lt. Gen. Paul Stein, USAF,
Superintendent, and Fisher DeBerry, football
coach, U.S. Air Force Academy.

Message on the Observance of Cinco de Mayo, 1995
May 1, 1995

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating Cinco
de Mayo.

The Fifth of May offers all of us a chance
to celebrate the cultural diversity that helps to
make our nation great. The vibrant Mexican cul-
ture, based on faith, family, and patriotism, has
added a wealth of tradition to this country.
Cinco de Mayo is an important part of this
legacy, reminding us of the courage and com-
mitment that can sustain the forces of freedom

even when they are confronted with over-
whelming opposition.

The liberty won by the outnumbered Mexican
army more than a century ago lives on today
as a part of the rich heritage of the Mexican
people. Each time we remember the victory at
the Battle of Puebla, we rejoice in the triumph
of freedom and the blessings of tradition.

Hillary and I are pleased to extend best wish-
es for a most memorable and enjoyable holiday.

BILL CLINTON

Message to the Congress Reporting Budget Rescissions
May 2, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional Budget

and Impoundment Control Act of 1974, I here-
with report three rescission proposals, totaling
$132.0 million.

The proposed rescissions affect the Depart-
ments of Justice and Transportation, and the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

May 2, 1995.

NOTE: The report detailing the proposed rescis-
sions was published in the Federal Register on
May 9.
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Remarks to the White House Conference on Aging
May 3, 1995

Thank you so much. Thank you, Mr. Vice
President. Thank you for your remarks, and
thank you for doing such a good job for Amer-
ica. Thank you, Secretary Shalala, Secretary
Brown, Mr. Flemming, Mr. Blancato, Fernando
Torres-Gil. Hugh Downs, thank you for being
master of ceremonies. I wish I could sit here
and watch you work the whole time. I’m de-
lighted to see you. To Congressman Martinez
and Congresswoman Morella; the former Mem-
bers of Congress who are here; the Senators
who have gone because they have to vote. I
want to say a special word of thanks to the
Conference Chair and one of the best friends
I ever had in my life, David Pryor. I think
he is a wonderful man.

As all of you know, Senator Pryor is now
retiring from the Senate. I can remember when,
as a young Congressman, he once volunteered
as an orderly in Washington area nursing homes
to document the conditions under which seniors
were then living. And when he couldn’t get the
Members of Congress to listen, he conducted
hearings out of a trailer in a parking lot. The
trailer led to the creation of Claude Pepper’s
House Aging Committee. And as chairman of
the Senate’s Special Committee on Aging, David
Pryor has led fight after fight after fight for
the interests of the seniors in this country, espe-
cially in his efforts to expand the availability
and limit the cost of prescription drugs. We
will miss him, and we should be grateful to
him.

I’m glad to see all of you in such good spirits.
I hope you will stay that way. [Laughter] I hope
you’ll stay that way because I am identifying
more and more with you and—[laughter]—and
I understand Secretary Shalala read the letter
we got from the child that said old people are
smart and Bill Clinton is old. [Laughter]

I remember very clearly about 6 or 7 years
ago when I had 2 events occur within 2 days,
when I knew I was getting older. My hair had
begun to gray, but I thought I was still in rea-
sonably good shape. I felt fairly chipper. And
I was making the rounds in my State, and this
beautiful young girl, whose parents were very
close friends of mine, and therefore I felt that
I’d almost had a hand in her upbringing from

the time she was born—she was 18 or 19 years
old and she was nearly 6 feet tall. And she
was just beautiful. And she came up to me—
I was so pleased to see her—she came up to
me and threw her arm around me, looked me
straight in the eye, and she said, ‘‘Governor,
you look so good for a man your age.’’ [Laugh-
ter]

And then, the very next day I was in a dif-
ferent part of the State, and I saw this wonder-
ful retired schoolteacher, who was then 80 years
old, who had worked in every single campaign
I had ever run. And I was so happy to see
her. And she said, ‘‘Governor, I’m so glad to
see you. You’re aging gracefully.’’ [Laughter]

But I think the right thing about this, you
know, is to have a good attitude about it. All
of you have a good attitude. That’s a big part
of this.

I just want to tell you one more story that
illustrates the right attitude. It’s a true story.
We had a man in north Arkansas in a little
rural county who ran a tiny phone company
back when there were lots of these little phone
companies. And he was about 92 years old. And
they decided to give—actually, he was 96. And
the people in the town decided they’d give him
a banquet. And everybody got up and said nice
things about him, you know, and the time came
for him to speak. And he said, ‘‘The very first
thing I want to do is to thank my secretary.’’
And he introduced her, and she was 72. He
introduced her and said, ‘‘I want to thank my
secretary. She has been with me for 40 years.
She has been wonderful. I don’t know what
I’m going to do when she passes on.’’ [Laughter]
So you’ve got to have the right attitude. Now,
if you’re all in the right attitude, let’s get after
it.

I am proud to convene this 1995 White
House Conference on Aging. This is the fourth
of these Conferences in the history of our coun-
try, the first to be held since 1981, the last
of the 20th century. I thank the Members of
Congress and the citizens of this country from
both parties who have supported this endeavor.
These Conferences have a productive history,
from the establishment of Medicare, Medicaid,
and the Older Americans Act, as a result of
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